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Rose Ellen Harmon, a supporter of Schools for Refugees
along with her husband Bob, and first-time visitor to St.
Bakhita, brought with her as a gift to the school 110 plain
light gray tee shirts as well as dozens of colorful felt-tip
indelible markers with which to decorate them. She, along
with Ann Noyes, Julie Pew and Susan Roscoe, and with
invaluable help from two enthusiastic teachers, Mathew
Ochola and Francis Oketayot, invited pre-selected students
into the teachers’ room in small groups to create their
designs.
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The students got right to work and silence ensued as they
let their imaginations and artistic talent take over. In our
experience, St. Bakhita students have always loved creating
art, and these groups were no exception. Once they were
finished with their designs, their new shirts were theirs to
keep.
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The final group of P7 students decorated not only their own
shirts but also all of the smallest shirts for younger students
to take home. Because there had to be a time limit for each
group, we found some of the students quietly coming back
into the room to put finishing touches on their shirts.

We are not asking for your support for operations for St. Bakhita
Nursery and Primary School for 2019 or 2020!
Since 2010, Schools for Refugees has
provided funds necessary to provide
education to the students of St. Bakhita
Nursery and Primary Community
School. With accumulated surplus and
foundation support, SFR is able to
commit funds to St. Bakhita Nursery
and Primary School to continue its
operations through the 2020 school
year. At that point, with increased fees
from parents, the School Management
Council believes it can continue to
deliver education at the same quality to
its students for the foreseeable future
without support from SFR.

2019 or 2020. SFR will continue to
provide limited scholarships to St.
Bakhita graduates to attend secondary
school and possibly beyond. SFR also
may be called on from time to time to
assist with capital projects and other
one time needs.
For donors who would like to support
scholarships and other projects, SFR
welcomes your gifts. For others,
without your past support we could not
have achieved the successes we did in
providing educational opportunities to
the impoverished refugee community
in Kiryandongo Refugee Settlement.
Thank you all for your support over the
past eight years.

Thank you!
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St. Bakhita Graduate Continues His Education

Kenneth Oyoo completed secondary four in
2017. He did not have the funds to pay tuition
and fees to continue his education. He did however,
work full time managing a small convenience store/kiosk,

Financial Status

Therefore, SFR will not conduct a
solicitation to support the school in

When the last marker pen was put down, everyone put on
their shirts for a very happy group photo. Thank you, Rose
Ellen, for your generosity and creation of a fun project!

Schools for Refugees has awarded full scholarships to 8
graduates of St. Bakhita Nursery and Primary School, each
year, to attend Panyadoli Secondary School for four years.
After completing four years of secondary school,
students can continue with two additional years
where learning is focused on three areas of
interest. Those two years prepare students
to attend a university. A second track from
secondary school is to attend a vocational
school to learn a trade. Unfortunately, SFR
has not had the resources to continue
scholarship aid beyond secondary four.
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owned by his uncle, in the Molokony village, adjacent
to the St. Bakhita school yard. During that time, he
was determined to attend trade school to become an
auto mechanic. His uncle agreed to trade his work
effort for school fees. However, he could not
provide the funds to buy the tools required
of students in the program.
After learning about the shortfall, Schools
for Refugees acquired the tools and
entered into an agreement with Kenneth
that he would buy the tools from SFR with
manageable monthly payments after he
graduates and is employed in his new trade.
SFR, with additional investment, plans to turn
this into a loan fund to assist other St. Bakhita
graduates as they are trained in trades.
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Charlie Roscoe,
chairman

Charlie and Susan, along with Rose
Ellen and Bob Harmon, Ann Noyes and
Julie Pew, visited the school in October,
2018. Bob and Rose Ellen delivered
seven laptop computers donated by
Norway Savings Bank, as well as school
supplies and 110 tee shirts and the
colored markers to be used by students
to decorate them in an art project.
The Frank Harrison Middle School of
Yarmouth, Maine, and Julie Pew donated

over 300 reading books for the upper
grades. Ann and Susan donated dolls,
toys, other nursery level gifts and gifts
for the teachers. Joe and Suzanne
Bruno, friends of SFR, donated critical,
hard-to-find first aid kit supplies.
We also delivered over 300 pen pal
letters and essays from students of
the Harrison Middle School. The letters
were presented to the students, who
enjoyed reading about life for students
in Yarmouth, Maine. In addition, teacher
See UPDATE on page 2
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Generosity of Yarmouth,
Maine, Schools
Through the generosity of students at the Frank
Harrison Middle School in Yarmouth, Maine, (HMS)
over 300 books were added to the sparse library at
St. Bakhita Nursery and Primary School. These books
will provide light reading material to support the
afternoon reading program recently implemented to
encourage interest in reading books selected by each
student.
The St. Bakhita and HMS students continue to enjoy
their pen pal
relationship
and learning
about each
other’s customs,
terminology, rock
stars and slang in
the colorful and
well written letters
and essays.
The sports
uniforms
donated by
Yarmouth Public
Schools Athletic
Department in
2017 were worn
by the St. Bakhita
girls’ net ball
team as they
won the district
championship in
August, 2018.

November 2018

UPDATE continued from page 1

Rich Smith from Harrison Middle
School wrote to the St. Bakhita
teachers about a day in his life. It was
fun to hear the comments from the
teachers.
Charlie met with the School
Management Committee and, among
other important topics, finalized
plans to bring electricity to the school
buildings prior to the start of the 2019
school year in February.
The students of St. Bakhita Nursery
and Primary School performed for the
guests, with traditional dances, songs,
and younger children’s games. There
were moving speeches by several
students thanking SFR for their many
years of support, especially for girls.
The guests also attended the formal,
weekly student debate. The topic
was “Technology is a good thing.”
The debate was lively and very
professional. At the conclusion,
Charlie thanked the students
and teachers for welcoming and
entertaining us, and wished them all
continued success.
Charlie and Bob met with the Masindi,
Uganda, Rotary Club to establish a
relationship that should help in future
support, both from the Uganda
district and local Maine clubs.
Term three of the 2018 school year
ended on November 9, 2018. 797
students, including 44 in primary
seven, sat for term three and leaving
exams and eagerly await the results.
Classrooms have been decorated
with educational aid posters,
provided by Schools For Refugees’
generous supporters.
SFR completed its eighth year of
support for the school. With the
generous support of our friends
and foundation, over 700 students
each year have received an excellent
education, which advances them well
on their way to successful futures. We
are very proud of their hard work.
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St. Bakhita Nursery and Primary
Speech to Guests
October 31, 2018
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